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Fall / Winter Tire Discussion
By: Larry Sharp

Customer Development Manager
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Introduction

Customer Development 
Manager/Benson Tire
 Goodyear, Dunlop and Kelly

 Based out of Cambridge, Ontario

 30 years at Goodyear
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Winter Driving Adventures
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Goodyear’s position is…a true winter tire provides the best safety and 

performance for winter conditions in the Commuter/Touring category.

Performance – Driven By Temperature
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Mountain Snowflake

What is the meaning of the Mountain / Snowflake Symbol ?

The Mountain / Snowflake symbol branded on the tire’s sidewall identifies that 

the tire has met the RMA / RAC agreed upon performance based standard for 

passenger and light truck tires as specified by the American Society for Testing 

and Materials traction tests on packed snow, to help ensure that drivers can 

easily identify tires that provide a higher level of snow traction.

Compared to a reference tire rated at 100, to qualify for the Mountain / 

Snowflake certification, a tire must attain a traction index equal to or greater 

than 110.
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Mountain Snowflake

• Today, manufacturers are responsible to ensure that tires 

molded with the Mountain Snowflake meet this industry 

standard  

– Some manufacturers conduct their own testing while others may use 

independent (private) testing companies

– There is no independent third party or government “certification” of these 

tires

The Mountain Snowflake symbol is an industry standard

Manufacturers self-certify compliance to this standard

Who certifies tires with the Mountain Snowflake?



GOODYEAR CONFIDENTIAL

Vehicle Speed

= 49 km/h

Vehicle Speed

V = 0 km/h

Stopping Dist. 70 m (229ft)

Vehicle Speed

= 80 km/h

Winter Tires

+ 42 m (137 ft)

Stopping Distance: 112 m 367 ft

Vehicle Speed:

V = 80 km/h

Summer Tires

Winter Tire vs All Season Tire
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Winter Tire vs All Season tire?

A higher percentage of natural rubber in winter tires 

provides enhanced traction capability in cold 

weather.

Winter tire compound is 55% natural rubber and                                      

45% synthetic rubber

vs. 

All Season tire compound is 55% synthetic rubber 

and 45% natural rubber
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Winter Myth Breakers

Educate consumers on the true benefits of Winter 

tires

• Myth: I don't need winter tires if my car is equipped with Traction Control or 

ABS

Fact: Traction control does not improve your tire’s traction; it limits your 

car’s acceleration to the traction level of your tires.  ABS brakes limits your 

vehicle's braking to the level of your tires.  Traction Control/ABS are 

designed for vehicle stability, power transmission and controlled braking. 

They do NOT optimize traction/grip during all types of winter driving 

maneuvers
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Winter Myth Breakers

• Myth: Because my vehicle has 4-Wheel Drive that delivers great traction, I 

don't need winter tires

Fact: These systems are 4-Wheel Drive, which does not mean 4-Wheel 

stop!  The vehicle is heavier and higher off the ground, which makes it 

more difficult to stop in slippery conditions.  Front-wheel drive helps you 

accelerate, but does not help you stop.  This type of weight distribution is 

the best for handling and cornering.  With more tires sharing the torque of 

the vehicle, all-wheel drive gives you an advantage, but winter tires would 

enhance handling and cornering.
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Winter Myth Breakers

• Myth: Winter tires are more expensive

Fact: The cost of winter tires is generally about the same as 

replacement tires.  By having two sets of tires, your tires last twice 

as long.

• Myth: Because it snows or is icy only occasionally during winter 

where I live, all-season tires are my best choice

Fact: Although you can use all-season tires in a moderate winter 

environment, winter tires provide the best cold weather performance 

below 45°F (7°C). Greater tread flexibility gives better grip.
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Why install Winter Tires?

“At temperatures below 7° C (45° F), 

standard tires begin to lose their elasticity, 

resulting in reduced traction.  Winter tires 

retain their elasticity to grip the road at 

much lower temperatures.”

Transport Canada

Transport Canada ‘Riding on Air’
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What to look for in a Winter  Tire?

“Look for the mountain snowflake symbol 

when shopping for winter tires.  Tires 

marked with this symbol meet specific 

snow traction performance requirements 

and have been designed specifically for use 

in severe snow conditions.”    

Transport Canada

Transport Canada ‘Riding on Air’
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• Safety is one of the most important issues when discussing a tire 

purchase.

• For that reason, one should always recommend the purchase of 4 

tires of the same type at one time. 

• But, what if your customer is determined to only purchase 2 tires, 

where should they be placed?

15

Two Tires or Four?
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Two tires or Four?

“To assist you in controlling 

your vehicle in winter 

conditions, always install your  

winter tires in sets of four 

only”

Transport Canada

Transport Canada ‘Riding on 

Air’
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Are all winter tires the same?

“Tires marked “M + S” (Mud and Snow), or “all 

season” tires that do not have the peaked 

mountain snowflake symbol,  may provide safe 

performance in most weather conditions, but are 

not designed for snow and ice-covered roads.” 

Transport Canada

Transport Canada ‘Riding on Air’
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DESIGN & TEST:  

Achieves RMA minimum 

snow traction rating & 

designed for severe 

winter conditions with 

tread patterns, structure 

and materials to give 

superior performance

DESIGN:  must have a 

tread pattern with 

angled slots and 

grooves that are a 

minimum 25% of the 

footprint.

DESIGN:  not 

designed for all-

season 

performance

SUMMER M&S
MOUNTAIN 

SNOWFLAKE

What’s The Difference ?
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The Three E’s

Evolutionary Emotional Economic

Increased confidence in

winter driving = Peace

of Mind.

Better control of vehicle

– feels safer – is safer.

I won’t get stuck!!!

I’m driving the car.

My Spouse / Partner is

driving the car.

My kids are driving the

car.

Less chance of personal

injury – vehicle damage.

Shorter stopping distances –

stop faster / sooner.

Less chance of running or

sliding into vehicle in front.

No vehicle or property

damage to repair.

Avoid insurance premium

increases.

Some insurance companies

offering Premium reductions

with proof of purchase and

use of winter tires.

All season tires will last

longer.

Snow tire evolves to

Winter tire:

Our Winter driving is:

Cold weather

Wet roads

Dry roads

Snowy roads

Icy roads

Slushy roads
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Winter vs All Season/All Weather

 Deeper tread depths versus traditional all-season tires. 

 Added groove capacity to expel excess snow.

 Special compounds that remains flexible even at sub-freezing temperatures.

 Extra blading and siping offer more “biting edges” to improve winter traction.

 Winter tire technology provides better traction on cold, dry roads.

True winter tires offer superior performance 

versus all-season and all-weather tire products.

Advantages



GOODYEAR CONFIDENTIAL

Consumer Rebates

21
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Goodyear Mail In Rebate Event
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Winter Tire Line Up
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Goodyear Ultra Grip Winter
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Winter

Ultra Grip Ice WRT

Car and Minivan 

Ultra Grip Ice 

WRT

Light Truck

Ultra Grip Ice 

WRT

SUV

Ultra Grip Winter
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Ultra Grip Ice WRT

SUV/LT/Car & Minivan

Features and Benefits
• Specialized ice tread compound.

• Offers enhanced traction on ice and snow-

covered roads from season to season.

• 2D blades in the center zone.

• Offer enhanced starting and stopping 

power on snow and ice.

• 3D TredLock Technology blades in the 

shoulder zone.

• Offer enhanced wet and winter traction 

and lock together for confident grip in 

turns. 

• Directional tread pattern.

• Helps channel water and slush away from 

the tire for enhanced winter traction and 

handling.

• Outfitted for optional metal studs.

• For enhanced traction in winter driving 

conditions. 

Left to Right: SUV, LT, 

Car & Minivan.

UTQG

N/A
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Ultra Grip Ice WRT

3D (Three-Dimensional)  

TREDLOCK ® Technology

2D (Two-Dimensional) 

Blades in the Centre Zone

3D Tredlock Technology blades in the shoulder zone 

offer enhanced wet & winter traction, locking together 

for confident grip in turns.

Two-dimensional blades I the centre zone 

offer enhanced stopping and starting power 

on snow and ice. 
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Ultra Grip Ice WRT

27 Passenger Sizes
18 SUV/Pickup Sizes
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Ultra Grip Winter

Features and Benefits

• Targets the value-oriented market segment.

• Directional tread pattern.

• For enhanced winter traction in the snow. 

• Multiple biting edges. 

• Help provide confident grip on ice and snow-

covered roads. 

• Wide tread grooves.

• Help push snow and slush away for enhanced 

winter traction.

• Strong shoulder blocks. 

• Promotes even treadwear. 

• Outfitted for optional metal studs. 

• For confidence in tough winter driving 

conditions. 

• 37 Sizes – ‘T’ Speed rating
UTQG

N/A
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Goodyear Ultra Grip Winter
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Goodyear Ultra Grip Winter
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Different Tires for Different Customers
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Dunlop Winter Maxx

Features and Benefits

• Maxx Sharp Edge with Miura-Ori Sipes

have higher blade density which helps 

prevent block distortion and increase 

tread to ice contact

• Nano-Fit Rubber combines flexibility and 

rigidity to help rubber tread adhere to the 

ice surface

• Wide grooves and lugs help improve 

snow traction and wet handling

• Asymmetric tread design helps enhance 

handling in snow, wet and dry conditions

• Severe Snow Conditions Symbol
UTQG

Not Applicable

Excellent Ice Grip 

for Passenger Vehicles

Popular fitments – Acura TL / Chevrolet Impala / Chrysler Town & Country / Dodge Caravan, Dart, 

Intrepid / Ford Focus, Fusion / Honda Civic, CR-V, Fit Hyundai Accent, Elantra, Tucson 

Nissan Altima, Maxima, Rogue / Pontiac Grand Prix / Toyota Camry, Corolla
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Dunlop Winter Technologies

Miura-Ori Sipes

Maxx Sharp Edge with Miura-Ori Sipes

utililizes an inventive zigzag sipe pattern 

to maximize surface contact.  No only 

does this promote even wear, but it also 

helps prevent distortion.

Nano-Fit Rubber

Nano-Fit Rubber is an innovative 

material that is both flexible and rigid.  

These distinctive properties help 

tire tread latch on to icy surfaces.
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Dunlop Winter Maxx

47 Sizes  

T- Speed Rated



GOODYEAR CONFIDENTIAL

Dunlop Winter Maxx SJ8

Features and Benefits

• Nano-Fit Rubber combines flexibility and rigidity 

to help tread adhere to ice surface. 

• Maxx Sharp Edge with Miura-Ori Sipes
offers higher blade density to help prevent block 

distortion and increase tread-to-ice contact.

• Optimal groove patterns enhance grip on 

snow surface and help performance in wet 

conditions

• Stylish sidewall design for great appearance

• Severe Snow Conditions Symbol

UTQG

Not Applicable

Strong Ice & Snow Performance 

for SUVs

Popular fitments – Acura MDX / Chevrolet Equinox / Chrysler Town and Country / Dodge 

Grand Caravan / Ford Edge / Ford Escape / Honda CR-V / Honda Odyssey / Honda Pilot / 

Jeep Cherokee / Kia Sorento / Mitsubishi Endeavor / Subaru Outback / Toyota RAV4

-is a method of folding a flat surface into a 

smaller area using one or more geometric 

shapes, with no overlaps and no gaps -



GOODYEAR CONFIDENTIAL



GOODYEAR CONFIDENTIAL



GOODYEAR CONFIDENTIAL

Eagle Ultra Grip GW-3

March 2013
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Eagle Ultra Grip GW-3

March 2013
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Dunlop Winter Technologies

V- Shaped Grooves & Deep 

Snow Notches

These uniquely shaped grooves 

help optimize winter performance, 

while the deep snow notches aid in 

increased snow traction

4 D Sipe System

An increased number of sipes across 

the tire help provide extra traction 

during winter conditions.  With self-

interlocking and transversal sipes, 

the 4D Sipe System was designed to 

enhance snow handling performance 
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Dunlop SP Winter Sport 4D

18 Sizes, 

H,V & W – Speed Ratings


